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Project hazards management checklist for AFI projects

Use this form to identify the occupational health and safety hazards and activities that staff involved in the proposed project will be exposed to during their time with BAS.  

The objective of this checklist is to allow you and BAS to identify the areas of your project which are already covered by risk assessment and safe systems of work, therefore reducing replication of effort.
	AFI project reference (e g. AFI 9/01) and project title:



	Name and affiliation of Principal Investigator:



	Names and affiliations of persons who will be conducting fieldwork on behalf of the project:



	Personnel on this project will be engaged in the following activities or exposed to the following hazards during fieldwork with BAS
	Please delete where appropriate
	Guidance notes and instructions

	Diving
	Yes/No
	BAS risk assessment and ‘safe systems of work’ for Antarctic fieldwork are extensive. It is quite likely that our current safe systems of work will cover your planned fieldwork. We will send you the BAS risk assessments covering the fieldwork activities you have identified for your information. Please ensure that personnel involved in fieldwork for your project have sight of them. 

NB: If, after your review of BAS risk assessments, you have concerns that you might not be able to follow strictly the BAS safe systems of work (e g. unable attend training in the UK), or your proposed project is beyond BAS normal scope of activities (such as working on thin sea ice, or using of a new dive site, for example), you need to bring this to the attention of the AFI Coordinator as soon as possible.
Indeed if you have any questions about the management of risks associated with fieldwork for your AFI project, please contact the AFI Coordinator.



	Overland travel (over ice)
	Yes/No
	

	Tented accommodation in ‘deep field’ locations (i. e. remote from a BAS research station)
	Yes/No
	

	Ship-based science
(not just ship transit to fieldwork
 locations)
	Yes/No
	

	Aircraft-based science

(not just air transit to fieldwork
 locations)
	Yes/No
	

	Use of hazardous chemicals or other substances regulated by COSHH regulations
Note that the use of explosives as intended for seismic work is covered separately. 
	Yes/No
	If YES: BAS will need a list of the chemical reagents that you are proposing to use. For this purpose, please complete Appendix 1 at the end of this document. From that list, BAS can decide what further assessment will be needed.
BAS strictly controls the chemical reagents taken to and from Antarctica. This is for a number of reasons: -

· Protecting the health of staff.
· At some of its sites, BAS cannot provide the necessary safety control measures needed for very hazardous chemicals.
· The carriage and packaging of hazardous goods is complicated and costly.
· Air freighting of laboratory reagents may have major implications for BAS air operations to Antarctica.
The removal of hazardous waste generated by the project also has to be considered and planned for.

	Explosives and detonators 
(for seismic measurements)
	Yes/No
	If YES: BAS will require that appropriate training is undertaken by the person(s) who will be using the explosives.
Please contact the AFI Coordinator, to discuss further.

	Ionising radiation
	Yes/No
	If YES: BAS will require a specific risk assessment for this work. You will also need to contact the BAS Radiological Protection Supervisor (RPS) to discuss details of the work proposed.
Please contact the AFI Coordinator, to discuss further.

	Non-ionising radiation (e.g. lasers)
	Yes/No
	IF YES: BAS will require a specific risk assessment for this activity.
Please contact the AFI Coordinator, to discuss further.

	Micro-organisms
	Yes/ No
	If YES: You will need to discuss the details of your project with the BAS Biological Safety Adviser (BSO) to discuss the further information/ action required.
The AFI Coordinator will provide contact details, on request.

	Working in BAS laboratories
(Ships, Research Stations and/or BAS Cambridge)
	Yes/ No
	IF YES: BAS has a Code of Practice for working in laboratories and will expect all users of its laboratories to follow the rules and working practices as required.
1. Please ensure that the AFI Coordinator is provided with a summary of the proposed work and facilities required in BAS laboratories.
2. NB: In cases where there will be no BAS staff  present and the project staff are the responsible person(s) for the safe management of the laboratory, BAS will require you to provide information about competencies and names of responsible people. On request, the AFI Coordinator will provide a document which provides further information.

	Heavy equipment, or activities likely to involve significant manual handling
	Yes/ No
	IF YES: please bring this to the attention of the AFI Coordinator and supply details.


Annex 1
List of chemical reagents and other hazardous substances to be used for this project
	Chemical reagent (name or formula)
	Proposed location of use

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Please provide information about significant hazards not already covered by this form
	


