Louise Marsh & Geoffrey Hall, vc55

Herbarium collections under threat:
how should BSBI respond nationally?

Can local BSBI groups help?




Fairy Story I

* Once upon at time there was a lonely
Herbarium in the middle of a botanical
wilderness...

* Presided over by a kindly but sad curator




Fairy Story II

= Because he and his delightful
assistant had to curate their
herbarium sheets all on their
own

* The bad fairy Bursa Minima
had cursed all herbaria with
a plague of budget deficits,




Fairy Story III

= Fortunately, they were both active BSBI

members, so they encouraged three amateur
potanists to set up a local BSBI group, and to
Do Something About the Herbarium!

-lve years on...
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Local & national
fieldtrips, recording &




Training opportunities:
Plant ID courses/FISCs
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Developing survey skills with
LRWT

Botanical Recording in a Landscape-Scale Conservation Project
Geoffrey Hall, Uta Hamzaoui & Louise Marsh, Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust

Lockington Marshes SSSI The Soar & Wreake Valley
- o ng Landscape Project in Leicestershire
i 3 An ic of nature n farmland, amenity land & the

built environment where wildlife & people can flourish.
Restores, recreates and reconnects fragmented habitats.
Provides habitat networks, produc
healthy environment.
Enables wildlife to move through res
good habitat and sympathetically m

f urveyed
Habitat Surveys [ soar floodplain
= Identifying Local .
Wildlife Site:

+ Survey mapping to
identify contribution
habitat network.

+ Preparing landowner 7% e i
reports and giving . . o ’ ‘.’"‘,.'i’gm
conservation advi i Floating Pennywort

* Helping landowners
with grant applications.

* Notifying Natural
England of tial
extension of an SS5I.

: TPP Species
Identifying riverbank sites 1 Recorded
suitable for the deposition
of plant material removed
from the river, and ies-
rich ones to be avoided.

Watermead Park
New Records of Notable Species Highlight v
the Conservation Value of the Soar Valley

Notable Plants in
Aylestone Meadows

e Valley LL
in Leicesters

Benefits for LRWT
Large area surveyed in a short time
C guarantees high quality identi
itral organisation

Benefits for BSBI
Local VCS5 members involved in recording
Rare plant records contribute to TPP
Leicestershire Sites offered for | national group i
iqumand .+ Pool of skilled botanists enlarged




At BSBI Outreach events

2012

= Big Nature Day — NHM, London

= Gardeners World Live - Birmingham

= Birdfair — Rutland Water, vcsg

= NHM Campsite — NHM, London

= Butterfly Conservation AGM - Nottingham

= NBN Conference — Royal Society, London




NHM Campsite: 108
new Duckweed experts




Butterfly Conservation AGM




At Birdfair, talking
to a young BSBI
member

At one of three
Bioblitzes in vcsg



BSBI55 Qutreach in 2012

* Main feedback from events:
= more local BSBI groups,
= more T&E opportunities,
= local, affordable, beginner-friendly.

= Not every vc has an active local group yet!
* Prospective members became less keen to




BSBI55, LRWT, LUBG &
Herbaria




The Herbarium Volunteers




Herbaria

A national, regional &
local resource for BSBI
members

Offers herbarium
facilities to local
botanists at all skill



Museum to Meadow projects

= Rosesin LSR & LTR (inc Primavesi's sheets)
= ElmsinLTR (1970s sheets)




= But while Leicester University’s Herbarium is
thriving, many are not

= Over to Geoffrey...




Perceived Status of
Herbaria
National — Least Concern
University — Near Threatened
Local — Vulnerable

Small - Endangered




Threats

Funding
*Reduced opening hours
»Reduced scope and/or size

=Closure
sStaff cuts

O




Consequences

Deterioration and damage

Loss of expertise

No ‘*herbarium advocate’ or ‘champion’
Dispersal or merger of herbaria

Destruction of herbaria




Implications for BSBI Members

» Reduced access
" |ncreased travel
= Loss of alocal resource

= |Loss of collection knowledge and expertise




What is the BSBI doing?

= Why should it be involved?
= National resource
» Herbaria at Home

= Digitise collections
= New Project Officer

= Prioritise digitisation process




A few questions:

» Do British & Irish herbaria need the support of the
potanical community?

* How do members use herbaria eg how many
VCRs visit local herbaria?

= Are other groups running similar local projects in
their herbaria? If so:

= |et’s encourage others by sharing these stories &
images on a BSBI webpage!
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